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One tradition of the holiday season at St. Peter is to have a worship service of lessons 

and carols in the time between Christmas and Epiphany.  We continue that tradition 

this year with videos from St. Peter Christmas services.  This year, we have added 

prayers for the new year to this service and we have also included music from the 

Luther College Nordic Choir and the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  In 

this time of world-wide crisis the people of St. Peter Lutheran Church, and 

congregations throughout this church, are not able to gather for worship as the body 

of Christ. While we cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of God and 

hold each other in prayer as we continue this holiday worship tradition. 

 

PRELUDE O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, born the king of angels:  O come, let us adore him, O come, let 

us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  Glory 

to God in the highest:  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, 

let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!  

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  O come, let us adore him, O come, let 

us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & GREETING & OPENING PRAYER 

 

The angel said to [the shepherds], “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 

 

As we gather we hear again the good news the angels proclaimed: God has come for 

all people through the birth of the one named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger 

God comes into the chaos, messiness, and vulnerability of the world. In all things 

and at all times, we rejoice that God comes to save us and reigns in love. We come to 

adore Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord.  Glory to God in the highest, and peace 

to God’s people on earth.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

 



Let us pray.  Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 

incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

Lesson Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.  3You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 

people exult when dividing plunder.  4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 

Midian.  5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 

blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  6For a child has been born for us, a son 

given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7His authority shall 

grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 

kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 

this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

Carol Joy to the World 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her king; let ev'ry heart 

prepare him room and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing, and 

heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ, while fields and 

floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his 

blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the 

curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove the glories of 

his righteousness and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, 

wonders of his love. 

 

Lesson Isaiah 52:7-10 

 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces 

peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 



reigns.”  8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in 

plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion.  9Break forth together into 

singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted the chosen people, and 

has redeemed Jerusalem.  10The holy arm of the LORD is bared before the eyes of 

all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

   

Carol Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, and the mountains in 

reply, echoing their joyous strains.  Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong?  What the gladsome 

tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song?  Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in 

excelsis Deo. 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; come, adore on bended 

knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis 

Deo. 

 

Lesson Psalm 96 

 

O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 

 

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be revered above 

all gods. 

 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 

Honor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his 

sanctuary. 

 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills 

it; 

let the field exult, and everything in it.  Then shall all the trees of the 

forest sing for joy 

 

before the LORD; for he is coming, for he is coming to judge the earth.  He will 

judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.  Word of God, 

word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Carol Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king; peace on earth, and 

mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled."  Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the 

triumph of the skies; with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"  

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, late in time behold 

him come, offspring of a virgin's womb.  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!  Hail, 

incarnate deity!  Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Hark! The 

herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness!  Light and life 

to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings.  Mild he lays his glory by, born that 

we no more may die, born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.  

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

Lesson Titus 2:11-14 
 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-

controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 

gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 

a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

 

Carol What Child is This 

 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?  Whom angels greet 

with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?  This, this is Christ the 

king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the 

babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?  Good Christian, 

fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.  Nails, spear shall pierce him 

through, the cross be borne for me, for you; hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, 

the son of Mary! 

 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him.  The King 

of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.  Raise, raise the song on 

high, the virgin sings her lullaby; joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of 

Mary! 

 

 



Lesson Hebrews 1:1-12 

 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of 

God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by 

his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the 

name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I have 

begotten you"?  Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"?  6And again, 

when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship 

him."  7Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames 

of fire."  8But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the 

righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.   9You have loved righteousness 

and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 

gladness beyond your companions."  10And, "In the beginning, Lord, you founded the 

earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 11they will perish, but you 

remain; they will all wear out like clothing; 12like a cloak you will roll them up, and 

like clothing they will be changed.  But you are the same, and your years will never 

end." 

 

Carol Away in a Manger 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet 

head; the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus 

asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.  I 

love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is 

nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray.  

Bless all the dear children in your tender care and fit us for heaven, to live with you 

there. 

 

Lesson Luke 2:1-20 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 



child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 

favors!” 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 

known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Carol Mary Did You Know? 

 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? Mary did you 

know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters? Did you know that 

your baby boy has come to make you new? This Child that you delivered will soon 

deliver you. 

 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would give sight to the blind man? Mary did 

you know that your baby boy would calm a storm with his hand? Did you know that 

your baby boy has walked where angels trod? And when you kiss your little baby 

You've kissed the face of God. Oh Mary did you know?  Ooh Mary did you know ooh 

ooh 

 

The blind will see.  The deaf will hear.  The dead will live again.  The lame will leap.  

The dumb will speak.  The praises of the Lamb. 

 

Oh Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? Mary did you 

know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations? Did you know that your 

baby boy is heaven's perfect Lamb? And the sleeping child you're holding is the 

great I Am.   

 

 



Lesson John 1:1-14 

 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2The Word was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through 

the Word, without whom not one thing came into being. What has come into 

being 4in the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 
10The light was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 

to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 

of the will of a man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

Carol Silent Night 

 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and 

child.  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly 

peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven 

afar, heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia!  Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is 

born!   

 

Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from your holy 

face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at 

your birth.   

  

 

PRAYERS FOR THE NEW YEAR, LORD’S PRAYER AND BLESSING 

 

As we near the conclusion of the Christmas season, let us pray for God’s mercy 

throughout this new year. 

 

All through 2021, O redeeming God, bless your church. Renew the strength of all 

servants of the church. Assist congregations in paying their bills. Give us hope in 

your goodness and joy in your salvation.  Save your people, O Lord. 

 



All through 2021, O bountiful God, bless your earth. Hold the ecosystems of this 

earth in the balance you intend, from coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, 

deserts to rainforests. Reveal new ways for us to live in harmony with your creation. 

Save your people, O Lord. 

 

All through 2021, O ruling God, bless the nations of the world. Bring peace and 

justice where there is violence and abuse of power. Inspire those in authority to 

serve the common good, and preserve stability in the United States. Protect those 

who risk danger for the sake of others. Save your people, O Lord. 

 

All through 2021, O reconciling God, lead us out of patterns of prejudice and into 

reconciliation with one another. Help us to honor all persons as members of your 

family and our siblings under your care.  Save your people, O Lord. 

 

All through 2021, O loving God, give us wisdom in our resolutions and strength 

during hardships. Console those who are afraid or lonely. Give jobs to the 

unemployed. Direct us toward the solution to the world’s problems, to feed the 

hungry, to house the homeless, to serve the neighbor.  Save your people, O Lord. 

 

All through 2021, O compassionate God, attend to those who suffer. End the 

pandemic. Restore health care workers. Heal the sick. Accompany those living with 

chronic and invisible illness. Visit those for whom we pray.  Save your people, O 

Lord. 

 

At this beginning of 2021, O eternal God, hear our praise for all those whose lives 

proclaimed your praise, especially those who died during 2020. At our end, bring us 

with them into the garden watered by your mercy. Save your people, O Lord. 

 

O God, you are the Beginning and the Ending of all. Receive our prayers for the 

sake of one who made known to us the mystery of your will, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 

from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



BLESSING  

 

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day 

through the Word made flesh. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Christ is born!  Share the good news!   Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Night of Silence 

 

Cold are the people winter of life, we tremble in shadows this cold endless night, 

frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping,  flowers that will echo the sunrise, fire of hope 

is our only warmth, weary tis flame will be dying soon.   

 

Voice in the distance, call in the night, on wind you enfold us, you speak of the light, 

gentle on the ear you whisper softly, rumors of a dawn so embracing, breathless 

love awaits darkened souls, soon will we know of the morning.   

 

Silent night, holy night.  All is calm, all is bright.  Round yon virgin, mother and 

child, holy infant so tender and mild.  Sleep in heavenly peace.  Sleep in heavenly 

peace.   

 

Sprit among us, shine like the star, your light that guides shepherds and kings from 

afar, shimmer in the shy so empty, lonely, rising in the warmth of your Son’s love,  

star unknowing of night and day, spirit we wait for your loving Son.   

 

 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 

MUSIC:  Luther Nordic Choir, Association of Lutheran Church Musicians, Dylan, 

Maddy Jo, Pat, Dani, Darcy, Inara, Ian, Lori 

READERS:  Amy, Dione, Aimee, Joy, Dan, Dawn, Pastor Kristin 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful and Night of Silence used with permission from Luther College Nordic Choir.   


