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St Peter Lutheran Church 

Worship 05-09-2021 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Welcome 

Below you will find prayers, songs, readings, and a message to help you experience 

worship.  You can light a candle to remind you of the presence of the Holy Spirit, or 

you can have a bowl of water in the vicinity to remind you of your baptism.  Whether 

you are alone or with others, we hope that you can feel each other’s presence, and the 

presence of God, as we worship together, even though we are not in the same 

building.   

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  United in the life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for 

the gift of baptism. 

 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us 

from death to life, from tears to joy.  We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit 

comes to us in the grace-filled waters of baptism, like rains that nourish our earth, 

like streams that remind us of your presence, like cups of cool water shared with 

strangers.  Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with 

your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our journey as we share your 

life.  Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life.  To you be 

given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Opening Song  Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

Now all the vault of heav'n resounds in praise of love that still abounds:  "Christ has 

triumphed! He is living!"  Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!  Repeat their song 

of glory here:  "Christ has triumphed! He is living!"  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings:  "Christ has 

triumphed! He is living!"  Now still he comes to give us life and by his presence stills 

all strife.  "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above that we 

conquer through your triumph; grant grace sufficient for life's day that by our lives 

we truly say:  "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav'nly blessed sing:  "Christ has 

triumphed! Alleluia!"  Be to the Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

all the glory, never ending!  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   

 

Prayer of the Day 
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Let us pray.  O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all 

things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Reading 1 John 5:1-6 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 

who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of 

God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, 

that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 

whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers 

the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 

only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for 

the Spirit is the truth. 

 

Children’s Moment 

 

Gospel and Message  John 15:9-17 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No 

one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my 

friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, 

because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 

fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 

my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

 

Hymn of the Day Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!  Fix in us thy 

humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown.  Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling 

heart. 

 

Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit into ev'ry troubled breast; let us all in thee 

inherit; let us find thy promised rest.  Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and 

Omega be; end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
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Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore thy temples leave.  Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy 

hosts above, pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; let us see thy great 

salvation perfectly restored in thee!  Changed from glory into glory, till in heav'n we 

take our place, till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers 

Held together in one body by the Spirit of Christ, let us pray for the church and the 

world, and all who are in need. 

 

Gracious God, we praise you for your wondrous love, and for the steadfastness of 

believers throughout this pandemic.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We praise you for all efforts to achieve peace throughout the world. Lead us and all 

nations into the ways of justice.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We praise you for the gradual lessening of the pandemic in some areas and for your 

gift of vaccines. Wherever the virus still rages (especially India, Turkey, and South 

America), and wherever medical resources are depleted, extend the power of your 

healing hand. Be present with all who today will die and visit all who are sick or 

suffering.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We praise you for all caregivers.  Bless and sustain all who offer care to others.  

Provide for those in need.    Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We praise you for the witness of all who have died in the faith.  Keep us united with 

all your children until we join them in your presence forever.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-

ending goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you 

with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Creator, Sustainer 

and Redeemer, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Christ is risen!  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia! 

 

Sending Hymn Shout to the North 

Men of faith rise up and sing. Of the great and glorious king. You are strong when 

you feel weak. In your brokenness complete.  Shout to the north and the south. Sing 

to the east and the west. Jesus, Savior to all.  Lord of heaven and earth. 

 

Rise up women of truth. Stand and sing to broken hearts. Who can know the 

healing power. Of our Awesome King of Love.  Shout to the north and the south. 

Sing to the east and the west. Jesus, Savior to all.  Lord of heaven and earth. 

 

We've been through fire. We've been through rain. We've been refined By the power 

of His name. We've fallen deeper in love with you. You've burned the truth on our 

lips.  Shout to the north and the south. Sing to the east and the west. Jesus, Savior 

to all.  Lord of heaven and earth. 

 

Rise up church with broken wings. Fill this place with songs again. Of our God who 

reigns on high. By his grace again we'll fly.  Shout to the north and the south. Sing 

to the east and the west. Jesus, Savior to all.  Lord of heaven and earth.   

 

Shout to the north and the south. Sing to the east and the west. Jesus, Savior to all.  

Lord of heaven and earth. 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

MESSAGE:  Pastor Kristin 

ASSISTING MINISTER:   

MUSIC:  Lori 
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