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WELCOME TO SUNDAY SCHOOL!

At St. Peter Lutheran Church it is our desire to help build foundations of faith for our children.  We desire to help caregivers fulfill the promises that were made at baptism. One way we are able to do this is through the Sunday School Ministry. We are excited to journey in faith together we and are eager for your participation.  Thank you for being involved!

This year, our Sunday School ministry will be formatted in a group style that incorporates activities for all ages.  Students will engage in storytelling, music, art, and play to help them learn.  Weekly sheets may be sent home to help families incorporate what was learned in Sunday School into daily life with their families.
 
We can’t do this without you! We need your help to make this all work.  Caregivers are welcome to stay during Sunday School.  You know your child(ren) and we trust you will help facilitate their Sunday School time to be a positive experience for them.  We ask that a caregiver stay with any children under age 3.  

As caregivers and volunteers, we encourage you to…
· Attend worship.
· Model the love of Jesus in your own life and as a family.  Read the Bible, pray, go to church. 
· Make church a positive part of your schedule. Spend time reviewing Sunday School lessons and themes with your children. Be involved and participate with and for your children in church activities and ministries.
· Support our Sunday School leaders with respect and appreciation for their ministry to children. Include them and students in your prayers.
· Give of your time and talents to help support the Sunday School ministry. 

In order to keep your children and those who work with them safe, we have procedures we follow regarding check in and check out as well as other areas.  We are in this together and together we can help our children have a meaningful Sunday School experience. 

In this handbook you will find some helpful information about Sunday School at St. Peter. Thanks!










Our Vision and Mission:
Our vision is for youth to become life-long witnesses of Christ in our church, our community, and our world.  To inspire and guide our youth toward this vision, we provide educational activities that teach God’s word and God’s love for us, offer opportunities for prayer and spiritual growth, and foster Christian relationships that support and guide our faith.

Sunday School Ministry
Children from 3 years old through 5th grade participate in the Sunday School program.  Sunday School takes place on Sunday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Please consult the calendar for dates Sunday School will not be held.

Registration and Check-In Procedure
It is mandatory that all children have a completed registration form on file.  Registration can be done through the Youth Sunday School tab on the St. Peter website.  It is also required that they are checked-in and checked-out when they attend Sunday School.  You may check in your children beginning at 8:55 a.m. 

Curriculum
The Sunday School curriculum is SPARK: Activate Faith from Augsburg Fortress.  SPARK: Activate Faith is designed to be Bible-centered, encouraging children to open the Bible and explore God’s word through the activities offered at the stations.  The activities are hands-on, age-appropriate, and designed to accommodate different learning styles.

Sunday School Volunteers
Per our child protection policy, all persons who desire to work with the children participating in our programs and activities will be screened. This screening includes a criminal background check.  
Confidential Information
Each child has a right to confidentiality. All information pertaining to the children in the
program, including all reports, records, and data are confidential and used for internal
purpose only. Information pertaining to children enrolled in the program is on a “need-to-know” basis and will not be released to third parties unless required by law.

Illness Policy
It is our desire to provide a healthy and safe environment for all of the children. Parents are encouraged to be considerate of other children when deciding whether to place a child under our care. 
In general, children with the following symptoms should NOT participate: fever of 100 degrees or higher, diarrhea, or vomiting within the last 48 hours; green or yellow runny nose; eye or skin infections; other symptoms of communicable or infectious disease.
Children who are observed to be ill will be separated from other children and the parent or guardian will be contacted to request that the child be picked up for the day. 


Expectations for Children’s Behavior
We respect God, our church, and each other by:
· treating others kindly; 
· working and playing safely (no hitting, kicking, pinching, use walking feet);
· keeping our own personal space (keep hands and feet to ourselves).

Volunteers in Youth Ministry at St. Peter aim to minimize inappropriate behavior by:
· creating a child-centered learning environment;
· setting boundaries and being good role models;
· helping children to recognize their feelings and communicate them;
· teaching children how to solve conflict peacefully.

Guidance for Dealing with Inappropriate Behavior
Leaders have been trained to deal with inappropriate behavior using the following interventions:

Problem Solving
1. Help child/children state the problem.
2. Help child/children brainstorm ideas for solving the problem.
3. Discuss the ideas and choose a solution that may solve the problem.
4. Facilitate additional discussion if necessary and guide the child/children to a successful resolution.

Facilitating Appropriate Behavior
1. The child/children will be pulled aside or quietly communicated to that the behavior needs to stop.
2. The child/children will be reminded of the Sunday School rule(s) being broken.  For example, “It is not okay to hit others when we are mad.  At Sunday School we keep our hands and feet to ourselves.”
3. If the behavior is continued, the primary caregiver will be contacted.


Thank you for helping us provide a healthy, fun, and safe learning environment for Sunday School!
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