Welcome

St. Peter Lutheran Church
7 December 2025

8:00am and 10:00am

**The 10am service will be livestreamed to our Facebook page and posted on our website. **

This Week:

Sunday, December 7"
8:00am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:15am Sunday School (Fellowship Hall)
9:15am Coffee Fellowship (Fireside Room)
10:00am Worship (Sanctuary)
11:00am Love Fellowship (Sanctuary)
12:30pm Love Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall)

Tuesday, December 9"
9:00am Quilting (Quadrooms)
11:00am WELCA Holiday Luncheon eiiowship Hal
2:00pm Endowment Team Mtg (Fireside Room)
6:00pm Council (Fellowship Hall)

Wednesday, December 10t
10:00am Bible Study (Fireside Room)
2:00pm Afternoon Bible Study (Fireside Rm)
6:30pm Confirmation (Fellowship Hall)
6:30pm Choir (Music Room)

Glorify God.
Build Relationships.
Follow Jesus.

Thursday, December 11"
10:00am Fidget Mats (Quad Rooms)
7:15pm Dartball vs Lightning (Fellowship Hall)

Saturday, December 13"
10:00am Love Fellowship Rehearsal (sanctuary)

Sunday, December 14t
8:00am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:15am Sunday School (Fellowship Hall)
9:15am Coffee Fellowship (Fireside Room)
10:00am Worship (Sanctuary)
11:00am Love Fellowship (Sanctuary)

St. Peter Lutheran Church
2104 Geele Ave, Sheboygan WI 53083
Phone: 920.452.4771

Web: stpetersheboygan.com

Email: stpeter@stpetersheboygan.com



mailto:stpeter@stpetersheboygan.com

St. Peter Lutheran Church is a faith community where:
We glorify God by building healthy relationships with God, with one
another, and with our community following the example of Jesus Christ.

** The Pastor will read the italicized parts of the service. **
**If you would like to participate, please join in reading the bold
font in unison. **

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to worship! Masks are available on the table by the main doors
if you would like one. All are invited to participate in the sacrament of
communion. Pastor will give more instructions during the communion
portion of the service. You can find more information about this service
by reading the announcement insert. The service will be livestreamed to
our Facebook page and posted to our website and YouTube page.

PRELUDE (10am) People, Look East St. Peter Choir
(Please stand)

CALL TO WORSHIP
From generation to generation, God has walked among us. Come, young
and old and in-between, to worship in God’s presence.

From generation to generation, we have sung the songs of liberation. Let
us sing of our Redeemer who sets the people free.

From generation to generation, we have heard the stories of the God-made
human. Let us tell the living stories again and again!

Listen, generations of disciples, come together and praise God. Let us
worship!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 7+ one God, whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Long-

expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace
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and security only you can provide. We become impatient while
waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance,
and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our
trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us,
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

You are forgiven. You are saved by grace. Be ready to welcome the Savior.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway ELW # 264
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Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings 1is near!
God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal Kking!
Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!

His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev -ty hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule 1is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for Kkind - ness so a - bound - ing:
Refrain
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Ho -san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

(Please be seated)




ADVENT PRAYER

Dick & Karen/Paul, Barb & Family: Immanuel, God-with-us, God of
peace and promise, our hearts are at peace because your Spirit, the
Comforter, is with us always. When we were anxious, you were
present in our deep breaths. When we were in conflict, you helped
us see the humanity in our neighbor. When we were taking sides,
you confronted our pride. And when we were traumatized and
terrified, you protected us from total despair. Because you have
felt it all before and you know all we experience, we have peace.
Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES

Dick & Karen/Paul, Barb & Family: Into a hopeless world, Immanuel
will be born, God with us, hope for all. And hope does not disappoint us,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
who has been given to us. Today, we light the candle of hope, because, in
God’s presence, we find hope.

(Light one blue candle.)

Into a violent world, Immanuel will be born, God-with-us, Prince of Peace.
And the Prince of Peace tells us when we become peacemakers, we will be
called Children of God. Today we light the candle of peace, because in
God’s presence, we find peace.

(Light second blue candle.)

SONG O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that
mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice!
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and
nigh: in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will
and guide our way. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to
you, O Israel.



FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1-10

I A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow
out of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. ° His delight shall be in the fear of the
LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear,
“but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity
for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
> Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt
around his loins.

¢ The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the
kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead
them. 7"The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. SThe nursing child shall
play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on
the adder’s den. ?They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover
the sea.

100n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples, the
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. Word of

God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
CHOIR ANTHEM (10am) Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  St. Peter Choir

SECOND READING Romans 15:4-13

?Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might
have hope. > May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, ¢so
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for
the glory of God. SFor I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm
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the promises given to the ancestors ¢ and that the gentiles might glorify God
for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your
name”; 1and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; ! and
again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him’;
12and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises
to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall hope.”

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Word of God,
word of life. Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
9] [
4 — i i { J ? i
%&-‘ o I  — € —o—1
o o &
Al-le -lu - 1a. Lord, to  whom shall we go? You have the
i‘? 5 = | — : — -
e e
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - 1a.
QI N y ! i | F_ql
- r\, | d ‘| : - ‘ [ .
J ; "
Al-le - lu - 1a, al - le -lu - 1a. Al-le - lu - 1a.
QI r;_-‘| 3 qul i | | |
_ﬁ\_b_-ﬁ_d__g L I ¢ I~ r\} [ [ I
\\j/ J H p A = Q i °
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GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

I'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,

proclaiming, © “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” > This is

the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one
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crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths
straight.””

? Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. ° Then Jerusalem and all
Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, ¢and
they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.

”But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the coming wrath? ¢ Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, ‘and
do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’
for Itell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
10 Kven now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that
does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11T baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming
after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat
into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” The
gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Kristin Berglund
(Please stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry = ELW # 249
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2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; make straight the
3 We hail you  as our Sav - 1or, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretchforth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All praise to you, e - ter - nal Son, whose ad - vent
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with  love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting
your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world.
Unite hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and

equity among peoples. God of grace, hear our prayer.
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With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony
with one another. We pray for international student and teacher
exchanges, for our neighborhood churches, and for the shared mission of
Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost
hope in the face of grief, depression, or disease. Renew the spirits of those
recovering from surgery and medical procedures. We lift up those listed on
our prayer list and ask that you hear our prayers for those close to our
hearts. (Brief silence for personal prayer.) God of grace, hear our prayer.

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to
overcome all that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and
reparation, may we serve in the way of Christ. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with
the hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Please place your offering in the plates at the end of the main
aisle, scan the QR code on the right to go directly to St. Peter’s
secure donation page, or visit the church website to give
online.

We offer praise and thanks to God for what we have been given and what
we share with others.

Let us pray. Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and
streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched
places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your

kingdom come. Amen.
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COMMUNION

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks
and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for
the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the
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prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word
made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full
of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May
your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

(Please be seated)
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All are welcome to receive the sacrament. Please follow instructions given
by Pastor.

Grownups are always welcome to bless non-communing children with the
words “You are a loved child of God” and the sign of the cross on their
forehead, hand, or in front of them. If you use individual cups, please
place the used cups in the baggie and leave the baggie in the large glass
bowl as you depart worship. Gluten free wafers are available.

COMMUNION HYMN There Is a Longing in Our Heart
Rqrram — All
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be near; hear  our prayer, O God.
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(Please stand)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in God’s grace. Amen.

PosT COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and
gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger,
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Hark the Glad Sound! ELW # 239
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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arch - es ring  with your be - lov - ed name.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Message Pastor Kristin Berglund

Reader 8:00am: Jim St 10:00am: Joan

Advent Candle 8:00am: Dick & Karen
10:00am: Paul, Barb & Family

Usher 8:00am: Joy 10:00am: Help!
Communion 8:00am: JoAnne 10:00am: Paul
Altar Set up and Between: Joy Altar Clean up: Paul
Music Lor1

Tech Aimee
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