Welcome

St. Peter Lutheran Church
4 January 2026

8:00am & 10:00am

**The 10:00am service will be livestreamed to our Facebook page and posted on our website. **

This Week:

Sunday, January 4"
8:00am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:15am Sunday School (Fellowship Hall)
9:15am Coffee Fellowship (Fireside Room)
10:00am Worship (Sanctuary)
11:00am Love Fellowship (Sanctuary)
12:30pm Love Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall)

Tuesday, January 6th
9:00am Pick Your Project Day (Quadrooms)

Wednesday, January 7t
10:00am Bible Study (Fireside Room)
2:00pm Afternoon Bible Study (Fireside Room)
6:30pm Choir (Music Room)
6:30pm Confirmation (Fellowship Hall)

Glorify God.
Build Relationships.
Follow Jesus.

Thursday, January 8"
10:00am Fidget Mats (Quadrooms)
7:15pm Dartball @ Eagles

Saturday, January 10t
10:00am Love Fellowship Rehearsal (sanctuary)

Sunday, January 11t
8:00am Worship (Sanctuary)
9:15am Sunday School (Fellowship Hall)
9:15am Coffee Fellowship (Fireside Room)
10:00am Worship (Sanctuary)
11:00am Love Fellowship (Sanctuary)

St. Peter Lutheran Church
2104 Geele Ave, Sheboygan WI 53083
Phone: 920.452.4771

Web: stpetersheboygan.com

Email: stpeter@stpetersheboygan.com



mailto:stpeter@stpetersheboygan.com

St. Peter Lutheran Church is a faith community where:
We glorify God by building healthy relationships with God, with one
another, and with our community following the example of Jesus Christ.

** The Pastor will read the italicized parts of the service. **
**If you would like to participate, please join in reading the bold
font in unison. **

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to worship! Masks are available on the table by the main doors
if you would like one. All are invited to participate in the sacrament of
communion. Pastor will give more instructions during the communion
portion of the service. You can find more information about this service
by reading the announcement insert. The 10:00am service will be
livestreamed to our Facebook page and posted to our website and
YouTube page.

(Please stand)

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4+ one God, the fountain of living water, the
rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you
thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life
in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At
the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as your children, making
us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
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We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise
you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

OPENING HYMN What Child Is This ELW # 296
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest; on Mar-y’s lap i1s sleep-ing?

2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?

3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear;

for sin-ners

here

the

st - lent Word is plead-ing.

The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.

Y 4V N N i \

[ {4 il / / } } N

A\J V4 C| ) T

7 o v J_#i &
This, this is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
HYMN OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we

now ac-claim you; Lord

a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt

on the cross you died to

you, we a - dore you,

save us;

we lift high our thanks and praise.

now you reign at

God’s right hand.

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

For

the peace that

w¢e

in - her - it,
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in your prom-ise firm we stand.

glo-ry be

to

God on high!




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by
the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence
in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6

! Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen
upon you. “For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the
peoples, but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over
you. ° Nations shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of your
dawn.

1 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together; they come
to you, your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be
carried in their nurses’ arms. °Then you shall see and be radiant; your
heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be
brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. °A multitude
of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those
from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall
proclaim the praise of the LORD. Word of God, word of life. Thanks be
to God.

SECOND READING Ephesians 3:1-12

I'This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake
of you gentiles, °for surely you have already heard of the commission of
God’s grace that was given me for you °and how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, “a reading of
which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of
Christ. °In former generations this mystery was not made known to
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit: “that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the

gospell.
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7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s
grace that was given me by the working of his power. S Although I am the
very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles
the news of the boundless riches of Christ and to make everyone see what
is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things,
10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
11'This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out
in Christ Jesus our Lord, >in whom we have access in boldness and
confidence through faith in him. Word of God, word of life. Thanks be
to God.

(Please stand)
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

(GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

I'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
magi from the east came to Jerusalem, °asking, “Where is the child who
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and
have come to pay him homage.” * When King Herod heard this, he was
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frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, “and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah
was to be born. > They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been
written by the prophet: °‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are
by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a
ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

"Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. S Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” * When
they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the
child was. "When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. !/ On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. 2 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road. The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Becky Erb Strang
(Please stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY 1 Want to Walk as a Child of the Light See page 14
or ELW # 815

APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
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ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church,
creation, and all who are in need.

Repairer of the breach, you separate us from our sin and unite us with one
another. Heal the animosity in our hearts, and bind us together in love.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Light that leads the way, you make yourself known to the nations.
Illuminate just paths and guide leaders in the church and the world in
your holy will. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Voice of the silenced, you cast the mighty from their thrones and fill the
hungry with good things. Grant those in need the courage to demand
equality and those with abundance the wisdom to share. Respond to any
who call out in need this day. We lift up those listed on our prayer list and
ask that you hear our prayers for those close to our hearts. (Brief silence
for personal prayer.) Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Proclaimer of promises, you raise up prophets and messengers in the places
we least expect. Equip us to listen well to those who bring both good news
and painful truths. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Redeemer of the saints, you gift us with many people throughout our lives
who point the way to you. We give you thanks for the recently departed and
all who have loved us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you,
O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus

Christ our Savior. Amen.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Please place your offering in the plates at the end of the main
aisle, scan the QR code on the right to go directly to St. Peter’s
secure donation page, or visit the church website to give
online.

We offer praise and thanks to God for what we have been given and what
we share with others.

Let us pray. God of glory, great are your wonders among us and
many are the blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts
for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may
rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

COMMUNION

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks
and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

] :
b P—— |
l((l_ynb I I i I [ [ § X0
J == 4!

Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for
the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat,; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full
of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, come among us. Bless this meal. Awaken your people. Fill us
with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
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bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Love has come: God’s love for all people. Come to the table.
place for you.

There is a

(Please be seated)

All are welcome to receive the sacrament. Please follow instructions given
by Pastor.

Grownups are always welcome to bless non-communing children with the
words “You are a loved child of God” and the sign of the cross on their
forehead, hand, or in front of them. If you use individual cups, please
place the used cups in the baggie and leave the baggie in the large glass
bowl as you depart worship. Gluten free wafers are available.

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death

you

set us

e - ter-nal

free

peace
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lives to
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save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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Of the Father’s Love Begotten ELW # 295
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1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in old time chant-ed of with
4 Let the heights of heav’n a - dore him; an - gel hosts, his
5 Christ, to thee, with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho - ly
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full of grace, by the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing; pow’rs,do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
0 |
Y D
(o | e ®
N P @ P & [ J
J . » o ® ° ’
N
he the source,the end - ing he, of the things that are, that
bore the Sav - ior of our race, and the babe, the world’s re -
prom-ised in  their faith - ful word; now he shines, the long - ex -
and ex - tol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be
and un-wea - ried prais - es be: hon - or, glo - ry, and do -
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
deem - er; first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed; let «cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, ev - ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, and e - ter - nal vic - to - ry
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A - men.
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(Please stand)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in God’s grace. Amen.

PoST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we
treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts the mystery of your
presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the
everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and 4 give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG We Three Kings of Orient Are

DISMISSAL

Glory to God in the highest! And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in peace. God is with you. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Message Pastor Becky Erb Strang
Reader 8:00am: Pastor Kristin
Usher 8:00am: Dick & Nancy

Communion 8:00am: Joy

Altar Guild Set Up & In-Between: Joy
Music Barb A

Tech Aimee
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10:00am: Joan
10:00am: Paul
10:00am: Ginny
Clean up: Ginny

See page 15



I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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I | want to walk as a child of the light I  want to
2 1 want to see. . . the bright-ness of God. I  want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of Christ. I want to
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fol - low Je sus. God set the stars to  give
look  at Je sus. Clear Sun of  righ-teous-ness,
be with Je sus. When we have run. ... with
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light to the world. The star of my Ilife s Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
n H 1 1
G - e . . *
In him there is no  dark-ness at all. The night and the
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We Three Kings of Orient Are
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1 We  three kings of O -1 - ent are; bear - ing
2 Born a king on Beth - le - hem’s  plain, gold I
3 Frank - in - cense to of - fer have I; In - cense
4 Myrrh s mine; its bit - ter per - fume breathes a
5 Glo - rious now be - hold him a - rise, King and
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gifts  we tra - verse a - far, field and foun - tain,
bring to  crown him a - gain; king for - ev - ceer
owns a de - 1 -ty nigh; prayer and  prais - ing,
life of gath - er - ing gloom; sor - rowing, sigh - ing,
God and Sac - rn - fice; heav’n sings al - le -
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moor and moun - tain, fol - low -ing  yon - der star.
ceas - ing nev - e€r, O - ver us all to reign.
glad - ly rais - 1ng, wor-ship-ing God Most High.
bleed - ing, dy - ing, sealed in the stone - cold tomb.
lu - ia: al - le - lu - 1a the earth re - plies.
Refrain
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Oh, star of won-der, star of night, star with roy-al beau-ty bright;
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west-ward lead -ing, still pro - ceed-ing, guide us to thy per-fect light!
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